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INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
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AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY MANAMA 

AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 

CONFIDENTIAL DOHA 0804 

ABU DHABI PASS DUBAI 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, QA, LE 

SUBJECT: HIJACKING OF GULF AIR AIRCRAFT JUNE 29 (MESSAGE 7) 

REF: DOHA 0803 AND PREVIOUS 

DEPT HANDLE AS IMMEDIATE 

1 . QATAR POLICE AND MEDIA SOURCES HAVE IDENTIFIED LONE HIJACKER 
OF 

GULF AIR FLIGHT 122 ON JUNE 29 AS LEBANESE, SAMIR HUSSEIN SHARARA, 

AGE 26, FROM SOUTH LEBANON VILLAGE OF BINT JUBAIL. ACCORDING TO 
SOURCES SHARARA WAS ARMED WITH SILENCED PISTOL AND TWO GRENADES. 

2. SHARARA WAS INTERVIEWED BY QATAR TELEVISION AND LONG SECTION 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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OF 

INTERVIEW WAS SHOWN ON ARABIC EVENING NEWS BROADCAST JUNE 29. IN 
INTERVIEW AND LATER STATEMENTS TO PRESS, HIJACKER SAID THAT HE 
HIJACKED PLANE AS ONLY WAY OF ATTRACTING ATTENTION OF ARAB WORLD 
TO SITUATION IN SOUTHERN LEBANON. NO MENTION WAS MADE IN INTERVIEW 
OR 

IN PRESS COVERAGE OF RANSOM DEMAND BUT POLICE SOURCES MAINTAIN THAT 
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DEMAND WAS MADE. SHARARA SAID IN INTERVIEW THAT PASSENGERS WERE 
RELEASED FOR HUMANITARIAN REASONS AND THAT HE HAD NOTHING AGAINST 
ANY OF THEM OR AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF QATAR. HE ALSO PRAISED THE 
"MORAL" TREATMENT HE WAS RECEIVING FROM THE QATARI ARMED FORCES. 

3. ACCORDING TO MEDIA REPORTS, MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES BOARDE 
D 

PLANE DURING RELEASE OF PASSENGERS AND CAPTURED HIJACKER. EARLIER, 
POLICE SOURCES HAD TOLD EMBOFF THAT HIJACKER HAD SURRENDERED. 

4. PASSENGERS CONTINUED JOURNEY TO MUSCAT ON ANOTHER GULF AIR 
AIRCRAFT AT 12:15 PM GMT ON JUNE 29, FOUR AND ONE HALF HOURS AFTER 
THEIR RELEASE. 

5. HIJACKER STILL IN CUSTODY FOR INTERROGATION AS OF NOON GMT, 

JUNE 30. 

PAGANELLI 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: AIRCRAFT HIJACKING 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 30-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977DOHA00804 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770233-1009 
Format: TEL 
From: DOHA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1977064/aaaaadad.tel 

Line Count: 79 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 3c76e779-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 DOHA 803 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2095342 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: HIJACKING OF GULF AIR AIRCRAFT JUNE 29 (MESSAGE 7) 
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